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entire diocese who considers himself aggrieved by my adminis-
tration: and that to this very Clergyman I as confidently
appeal, whether what he complains of in my conduct toward
him has risen from his efforts in behalf of loyal men. If more
minute enquiries, suggested by your Lordship's pregnant
charge, have since discovered to me a Priest prostituting the
sacred Laver of Regeneration, in compliance with the pusillani-
mous request of a loyal Protestant Gentleman, who, to court
the rabble (when like others around him he should have
opposed them), I entreated this Priest, in their presence, to
baptize him, I shall never deem such condescension, whether
elicited by good nature, or by loyalty, intitled to extraordinary
credit; much less can I look upon it as a counterpoise against
every subsequent failure or ineptitude.
The Reverend Peter O'Neil, to whom your Lordship alludes
in this same letter to Lord Fingall, has been urged by the
obloquy which assailed him to lay the particulars of his situa-
tion before the public in a humble remonstrance, forwarded
to your Lordship through the Post Office at my own instance
the moment it issued from the press. It has, I trust, my Lord,
fully vindicated my conduct towards that much injured man
and removed the painful imputation of insult to the offended
justice of the laws. It has, in my apprehension, demonstrated
that his return was the concurrent act of two successive Chief
Governours; the one suspending his transportation, the other
ordering him home from it. Nor this, my Lord, by way of
a pardon, which was never solicited, but by an impartial
decision upon the merits of his case. I will accordingly presume
to hope that your Lordship, having duly considered the facts
stated in his remonstrance, is rather inclined to think that the
justice of the laws, which had sunk under his condemnation,
hath reasserted its power, and triumphed in his acquittal. Your
Lordship, I will also hope, has seen by this remonstrance,
that Mr. O'Neil's restatement in his former place, was not so
much an act of mine, as the provision of a Spiritual Law, which,
in similar circumstances, would restore a clergyman of the
Established Church.
By thus showing how strangely I was mis-represented to
276